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A monthly look at 
business news affecting 
the gaming world 

by Christopher Sherman 

ATAIU SlllfTDHI FOCUS - 50% OF EllERIY 

GOING TO PC SOFTWARE 
NIWtUNI : At the Winter Consumer Electronics Show 

In Las vcaes this January, Atari announced that It is 
refoculinc Its energies to focus on both Its Jquar 

and the personal computer. Atari will divide its J&CUilt 

ond PC eff<><ts 50/ 50. so;d Ted Holl. North Ame<lcan 

vk:e presidenl of operations with Atari. 

_... ............ .., ..... .. .. ,,.... ...... " ....... ,...a.. 
~ 01Mt•1 llfto ttt. Nld ,... 

oonOMUHE: 

Rumon h•ve 

been IUt• 

roundlnC Atari 

for more thlf'I • 
mon1h now that 
the company 

will ab•ndon 

Jacue,r enttr.ty. 

Hoff NYI thll I• 
not u-c .... 
Ille company 
wlll continue to 

a.upport JI""'' 
but the PC wlll h11ve equal 9tandlng In Atari'• bOOk. 

In addition, tM company wtll develop for M1clntoth, 

PlayStetJon, and 5atum. 

Thi PC rul••· Atari's move followt the footatepa 
of Se11 and The 300 Company, which have l>Oth In 

tM patt Mveral month& acknowledged the CtOwth of 

the PC and tt1 power and potential to de41ver h"1' 

- ~og. Plus, tile PC hM )wt Cot 
811 lnstea-.cl baiN tMt no 32.olt ruchlne CM t~h. 

SPECTRUM DIVESTS $2.5 MD.LION Ill TEN 
N 1 w 1 L 1 H 1 : Spectrum Holob)'te inc. n1ade an 

equ~ty Investment of $2.5 million In The Toto! 
Entcrtolnment Network (TEN). 

aonoM&Jtre. TIN c..,,e to Spectrum with th• COii of 
securtnc content tor tu entert .. nmem onrlne Mn'lc• 

and wlllkod -•Y wtth tllat and $2.5 mllllon. We llked 
wMt they -.re dolnC. N'f Spectruft'I offk:latl. Alto 
part o.f the de .. - TEN al&o purchaMCI I proprtetary 

networklnc devetopment tooJ for 5750,000 c•·h. 
Spectrum tt1ttr has been the subject of tekeovtt 

rumorw (• l•ln), IXlt Insiders swy that ain't the cnt. 

SDO ACllUIRES CYCLONE 
N E w s L 1 N r : The 300 company ac:quifed the 

assets of Cyclone Stucllos. en action and &'Cade game 
developer, for eash. common stock and other intetests. 

I 0 T T 0 M L I " ll : It wun't by mtstlke tf'lat 

3DO'a first acqusttJon etnc. Its ..... of Its M2 

tac:llnoloC1 to -· II detJ&ned to - UI> 
Studo 300, the COl•'IP9ft)'"s IOftware arm. 1be move 

·-tho dlw_ ..... ol The 3l>O C<>mpany, Ille 
once-onl)' Hce:ntor of pmlftil technOIDC)'. Into a 

softwate devetoprnent hoUM. As one pundit told NEXT 

Oo~ratk>n, Trip (Hawk Int) It movlni bltck Into the 

butlnee.t M know• belt - .ottwar&. Hawt<lnt . th• 

founder of 300, WM of course a founder of El.ctronlc 

Arts. Cyclone, which wtll oper.t• 85 an Independent 

unit of Studio 300, wlU dedicate tts efforts to 

de-1AC for .... 3l>O p1-.m. tile yet­

- 300 M2 ond tr.. PC. 

SIERRA ACIUIRES PAPYRUS, SUILOGIC; 

IOLSTERS SIM LIBRARY 

.... ,... .. 

....... ., .,...,. Oft­.............. _Mt 
,.. ,,.,. ... the ... .,. of 
NA.IC.Alt ltHfltl 

N IW SLf N E: Slerra 

On·Line Inc. acQvireCI 
Papy(US De-sign G(OUP Inc .. 

developers of NASCAR 

Racing and Indy Car 

Racing. and subsequently 

au the assets of fli,ght sim 
-SW Logic. 

•OTTO M LINI : 

lndl>$try conoolldatlon 

contlnuet. The larter the 

tit .. llbrary controlled by 

vtndort. tM bttter 

potlttontd they ere whtn de•llna wtth retallert. Sierra 

has been on en 1cqul1tdon path fot many months now, 

gobbling up mrnot' hOml de\1*'4opetS as well as 1.arger 
_..ions. WN1e-.Oll~ln9iclenlel NEXT-.............. stll tile_,_ 

polortty. --.. leatt In 1-. Siem doesn't .... 
to pt..,. attY b4C - °' ..... _,. CIOllarS behind 
nut ceneratlon .. ..._. Siena wlll toc:us on the 
PC In 1996, and ex.pectt to rel•,.. moNt tbln 
60 tlt~a next year. 

breaki ng 

Ch~lt<IC:phcr V. $ltft'1Nln i~ tltt 
publhher <1f f,1f1IV.' IRE, the 
1t11dh19 <l;Jily nev."$ 1er .. ice 1.1n 
:hf' bio1lnts1 o; lr1tfactA:~ 
f t'ltt,1.-lnintnt t.1 t.1 V.' I RE 
ONLINE<•" bf icund at 
hlt• P. ...... l'!W'IW> •f.(Qf'!I 
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Trip Hawkins 
Is moving 
back into the 
business he 
knows best 
-software 
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