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Inflation report 
unsettles market 
• 1Vaslli11111on 

SufBin' food and motorvchiclc 
c:o.•ts in Novembersparked chc 
steepest jump in wholesale rrices in 
U 111onths and ~cnt linancia 
markecs skidding amid concerns lhe 
Federal Reserve may not cul 
inlcrcst rates next week. 

The Lllbor Department reported 
Tuesday 1ha1 its Producer Price 
Index ror 011l•hed goods jum1Jed 0.5 
percenl, the biggc.11 lncrenscsince a 
similar advance last January, 

It was the lhird gain in five 
moochs and followed a 0.1 percenc 
dip in October. The PP! measures 
cost pressures before they reach the 
consumer lcvcl. 

Both stoclc and bond prices 
tumbled following the news. 

But in o separate report. the 
Commerce Department said the 
U.S. trade deficit. after ballooning 
to the second largest C'l'Cr during 
the April.June quarter. .ti rank by 
8.7 percent from July through 
August 10 $39.48 bllhon. Exports 
lmPfO\'Cd. while Americans cuibcd 
their appetite for imported coods-

Dcspite the marttl reaction. 
manyanal)1Usaid the PPI report 
was cxaggcrattd by JHOl!lcms in 
adjusting vehicle pnccs forscasonol 
variacions. The problems. they said, 
resulted from the introduction of 
many 19% model cars and lilthl 
trucks in November, rather than in 

October as usual. 

Nursing home deal 
drains Tacoma jobs 
• Tnconrn 

111e mCIJCr orthc Hlllhaven 
Corp. nursmg·hon1c clminwilh n 
Kentuclcy·bascd hcallhoQ!rc 
provider will cosc Tacomn 400 jobs 
next summer. 

111c deci•lon wns announced to 
employee.~ Monday. about U weeks 
after H11thavcn's mer3crw11h 
Vcncor Inc. of Louisville. Ky. The 
move ofTncoma·bni;ed Hillhnvcn'& 
operation is expected 101okc 
several months, beainning in June. 

The 400 jobs genera cc a payroll of 
about $20 million a year. 

An additiona.180 employees will 
s1ayin Tacoma to run Ve.ncofs 
Mountain Region. one or five the 
company is.citing up across the 
countiy. The Tacoma office will 
oversee nursing-home operations in 
all West em stales except 
California. 
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Americans still short 
on retirement savings 
• W41f1/11gm1 

Many f11IHtme American 
workers, despite a hefty increase in 
retirement savings this year, still are 
not pulling away cnougl1 10 
maintain their l1vingscandards 
when they quit work, a suivey 
found. 

The fourth annual Workplace 
Pulse Su~ relcoscd Tuesday 
found working Americans bad 
boosted their annual $3Vings by 216 
percent, 10 $2.160. 

The increase fC'l'Crscd a IWO-)<car 
downward trend after savings 
readlecU2.6H8 in 1992. !!'Cr fell to 
Sl.932in 1993and 10S~nb1n 1994. 

'"This is good news for l\'Orkers 
who c.<pcc1 10 enjoy a retircmenl 
s111ndard of livi"I close to what they 
ba''C had when working," said 
Workplace Pulse spokesman Bill 
Bennett. 

"However. workers arc still not 
savina as much as they were in 
1992, he added. 

Microsoft acquires 
flight game maker 
• Redmond 

Microsoft Corp. is buyln~ the 
Illinois.based creator of Microsoft 
Flight Simulator. one or the most 
successful pc11>onol compuccr 
gomc.•. 

Bruce Artwick Organizacion Lid. 
has hccnscd the game 10 Microsoft 
for the past IS years. More than 3 
million copies of Flight Simulator 
have been sold, Microsor1 said 
Monday. 

Tcnns orthe acquisition were not 
disclO>Cd. 

Most of Arlwick'sJOemployccs 
will relocate from Champa1~n, Ill, 
10 Microsoft's consumer divJSion In 
•uburban Seal~c, said Alecia 
Bndgwater. Microsoft PC games 
m•rlceting manager. 
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Apple growers will try Japan agajn 
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• 
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TOKYO - Aller a poor 
showing in their fint sca.<0n. 
U.S. apple growers arc taking 
another slice al the Japanese 
market 

Bul thcy11 h•"• to over· 
come a problem: Japanese 
con~umcrs don"t seem to 

Washington 
apple.s 
weren't well· 
received by 
Japanese 
last rear 

think Washington state Delicious apples live up 10 
their name. 

"They look beautiful but they taste bad," Tokyo 
groceiy store owner Shoji Iwasaki said Tuellday as 
Washington apples officially went on sole in Jo pan 
for their second season. 

Lo.st Januaiy was the finl time American apples 
went on sale in Japan since Tokyo lifted o decades.' 
old ban on the fruit. Encouraged by heavy media 
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..,..,..,.. Japanese fk>tked to their sopermarkets 
and bought around 7,000 tons of apples in just a 
month. 

Dul then the U.S. fortunes turned sour. Custom· 
erscomplained that w .. •hington apples didn't have 
the swcc~ juicy taste of their Japanese compctl· 
tors. 

U.S. srowcn also failed 10 seize a price advan­
tage. as Japanese growcn fought back by sclli1lJ al 
a dt.count lcss-chan,·perfccl apples thal previously 
would hove been turned Into apple juice. 

The result was a plunge in sales during Fcbruaiy 
and March. Dy the ttmc lhe season ended March 
31, only 9.000 tons were soid, well below original 
projections of 12.000·Ci.OOO tons. 

11\ls time U.S. apple ofAcirus ore scaling down 
cxpcclnllons by not giving a target figure, nnd 
they're tnllorfng lhc fruit closer to what Japanese 

'· 

seem to "'-anL· f 
"The Japanese consumer definitely has 1 sweel 

tooth." said Brent Evans. Asia marketing dircc:tot 
for the Washington Apple Commission. 

He said it's easy 10 make apples sweeter b1 
leaving them on the tree a few wcelcs longer. and 
lhars what Wa>hington growers hove done Ibis • year. ~ 

Another !actor lhal may have turned off Japa~ 
ncsc buyers was the waxing that WAShlngtorl' 
growen add 10 give apples a bright red sheen. " ' 

To Japanese eyes. Evans said, the waxed U.S.. 
apples may have looked unnaturally shiny. almosc' 
like candy. This lime, many o[ lhe apples beiOS• 
imported aren'l waxed. 

"It's fair to think of the Red Delicious apples 
this year as a complctclydiffcrenl product from th~. 

COlllJl\ucd: Applt 11lt1/A15 
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Utilities 
ask direction 
fromFERC 
By Bert Caldwell 
Staff writer 

Wa>hington Water Power Co. 
and Sierra Pacific Resources may 
suggest a way 10 settle issues that 
caused regulators 10 deloy their 
proposed merger last week. 

WWP spokesman Pat Lynch 
said the companies will ha''C a 
better sense of their options after 
a Federal Energy Rcgula1oiy 
Commission mectmg todoy at 
which members will set hearings 
on the transaction. 

The federal re;ulators sur­
prised the companies and m0$1 
obscrvcn last week when they 
failed 10 approve tho merger on 
1he spot. 

' - ' 

Rcgulaton in the six states 
where the companies would oper­
ate had already given their con· 
sent, prompting optimism that the 
dc31 might close by year-end. 

Ms0Clalt4 Ptt$S 

Slltklag Boeing macltlnist Gery l uthler ol fllt, lift, r11d1 1 COPr ol the n1w contr1et propolll 11 Jarry Ollwer ot 
Tacoma looks on Tuesday. 

That timetable could be sci 
back .several months \Vhilc an 
administrative law judge hoidt 
hOllrings and issues findings in tho, 
case for subsequent review by the 
commission. 

The merger between Spokonc• 
based \VWP and Reno-based· 
Sierra was announced in JunQ 
1994. Machinists cheer prospect of return 

Union members fare well in 
contract, but so does Boeing 

From sufl aod -1rc: repon.s 

. .. . ·" . .. 
Lynch said utilil)I officials wer .. 

not sure what 10 cxpecc today. 
"There's not a whole lot ol 

precedent," he said, for hearinga 
into a utility merger. 

The lase case involved the com· 
bination of two Ohio utilities in 
1980, Lynch said. The heoring' 
process look 10 years. 

I Dally martet 
roundup 1~111.29 

1 ~.111.14 

Dtc. 12, 19111 
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'For Boeing Machinist Ruth Danel, 
the ouu:umc ol today's \'Ole on o new 
conlr.ICI was clear when· Spokane 
union officials annooneecl the tenta· 
li\'C agrccmcnt al • Ouistmas party 
for 3UO pid<cl$ and 1hcir [amilics. 

.. If you beard the chee.rs, you'd 
believe it.100. I don~ have any doubt 
this contract will pass." said Danel, 
who makes floor paneh at Jlocing's 
Auway Heights fabrication plant. 
"We're all dying to go bilCk to worlc." 

Boclni Machinists in Spokane 
will rcccrvc e.n une.q>ceted $2.000 
bonus three d1ys before Ouist· 
mas, and can get another $~200 
each by joining a health 1111Jntc• 
nanoe organization if they ap­
prove • new four-year conlrlct 
lod:ly. Michael Mu1phy, president of ;.i 

Associated Industries or the In· ~ 
land Northwest. an organitatioo ~ 
of 400 oompanies, agr-i. Boe­
ing's proposccl one·timc Cllrist- • 
mas bonus of 10 pelUllt of BMUal ~ 
income and an agreement to relo- ~ 
catc or retrain any displaced 
workers an: unheard of in SJIO' 
kane, he said. 

He declined 10 be spccinc abou~ 
what the mctger ponncrs mi&h~ 
propose 10 FERC olf~lls dial 
would streamline oonsidcration o~ 
the deal. .. 

In the order issued last week.: 
members said WWP and Sierra 
had failed to prO\'e lhe merger was 
in the public interest. They dial· 
lengcd the $450 million in s:ivings 
over 10 ycan the utilities say 
would result, and .. rd the com· 
bincd utilities might block access 
10 parts of their transmi>sion grid 
by ocher potential users. 

[);ily manet !loly 
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Under the contract proposal, 
the 2Y3 Mocbinists who work 11 
the company's Airwoy Hei&bcs 
fabrication plant also would be 
guaranteed a job 011hc company if 
their pcl5itions were farmed out 10 
a 'ubcontrllCtot. 

•" Dow 
~ 1 t.~:.~~ 
~ -940 
I 
} 
•' 

1/1/ft 11/IM 

~4~--l- 4MO 

--E- 4111 

--.. 4711 __ .,._ 
1f/IM 1/1/M . • 

Rank·and·fil• Madlinists union 
members are the winners in the 
cun1rac1 offer from 111• Docing Co, 
labor cxpcrcs say, having proven, 
among other lhings. that a .irikc s11ll 
works. 

lbc inccntive.s ore .. generous., 
and rnre for Spokane employers, 
according 10 local employee. 
benefit experts • 

·l 
• "ll's top notch," Murphy said. , 
: I C-Cetltract lacltlllftt/A15 , I • • 

iJ ::X 1 :s; , l N~a s~o 
r .I 535.54 · j 329.80 1 ,052.07 618.78 1 

But the package, reached Monday 
afternoon after talks OC'arly ool­
lapsed, might not be all 1ho1 tough on 
Boeing, inJustry analysts said Tues­
day. 

' • • ' ... , • •• , ... . 1 ... , • • • • ... ........ ...... -~ -

significant compony concessions on 
all three fron10. 

their union ..• and especially some 
perceptions of Boeing man~gement, 
hud • clear Ide'! or Whal they. 
wan1cd," said Chuck Bc:rquis11 

They also noted that previously 
approved mergers provided for 
un1rorm pricing of 1rall$mlsslorr 
throughout newly combined gnds. 

WWP and Sierra would main:, 
tain the divide between their sys: 
terns, assuring 1ha1 Washington 
and Idaho ratepayers would COl\r 
tinue 10 pay bills subs1un11ully 
below those or Sierra's Novad~· 

~--·0_1_1 _ _..~· -- -~~·- ',: ....... -94_3 _ _. .. --:o ... ~,_4...,.... ... . J Doeing r.ccoiy workers, who struck 
nearly 10 weeks ago over issues of 
health insurance, wages and the fu. 
ture of their jobs, have on offer \vith 

"The blQ winners were I.he mnk 
und file, who, 11fuins1 the odds nnd 
against some o the leadership in Conunue<L l11ln1 contt1cl/A15 customers, 

Applaud rbe prospect of a new pusr office, says Nils Rosdahl, bur tbry are11 't known far fltst work 

•• 

Postal officials inspect sites for new Coeur d'Alene facility 
ne Spokdfua.RM• 

A team of cxpcm is 
in <.:oeurd'Alenc 
10 lllSJICct Pt CS 
1h11t are finah)IS 

i·ur lbc 1tcW postal annex 
nccdcd so badly for thJS 
area. HClldlllg the gruup is 
PrujCCt manilg.cr John 
w.i1ersolthe Denver 
regwnal off tee of the U.S. 
P0>tal Service. 
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Ros4ahl 

His group will examine properties 
paralleling the lntor>t•te 9Uoomclur for a 
Oeet>llC-whcrc all the: po>I uthcc vcluclcs 
will maneuver tu perform 1hc1r se:rv1"!h The 
gu1dehnc> 1nclullc the propell)' to be •buut 
7U.uuu~uarc feet. A bt11IJ1ng. cnhcr Cll)llng 
or to be bu~1.shuuld bo between 12,0UO•nd 
J.S,IJUt,.qu•re feet. 

Rumur.d>11c:s include ones olong 

Applcway, Kathleen, Ironwood. Best and 
15th ~lrccb. llu1 the: mm.I bkclychu1ce isa 
vacant blu.:k m the wu1hwc:s1 comer of Third 
S1rc:c11nd H11t1c Avenue. where 
ne1ghbunng U·Re111 previously parked its 
Ryclc:r trueb. The property is owned by Stacy 
LIY1 n to. of Spuunc:. 

Citizcm diould be cautioned 10 not get too 
CJ<Cllcd. The new post olf.., bwldmg will nut 
be 1 se.mce-coun1cr rt-lad ou1Jc1 tor mw.lm_g 
kl\'lcnor p;tcklgc>.c1c. Thu>e.e1Y1a:>1•ill 
remain with the cmt1ng ~ntrd.I bulldJng at 
S.:...nth and l.ak<>1dc and 10 the .. 1eU11c 
otf1CQ ID R058UCD and S1mon·s Hardw-.1re 
(•nd ull the pnv.1ec:ompon11;s). 

However, don't get dbheartencd cir.her. 
Wllh the Oeet mU\'ing out, the Sevencb Street 
budding will be turned aruund so 1ha1 pubhe 
can po.srk 1n the: lut thal bi.t) buu;)Cd the fleet. 
01 cuun.e. dun'I huld yuur breath. Th.1> is one 
guvcmmcnt agcn1,.')' nut rcnuwncd fur speed .. 

••• 
"If ycr hankerin' lo kick upycr heels," the 

Crossrwcb Dance Oub in Puot Falb mar be 
the place fur you. 

Operated by the Kootenai Counl)I Kkters, 
the ncwd<lnoe 1"'11 on H1ghway41 oilers 
lesson> for aiunt~crn clllnci"" 
includmg line <t.nang, iwo..1ep, Wiitz, cha 
cho and synoop;tlcd partner clllncmg. 

Les>ons arc Tuesdays. Wednesdays and 
Tbunday>. Fnclays 1re open 10 Ille pubhc 
with S4 for an hour o[ lc>SUn> folluw..d by a 
dance. Dancc.oeais1onally will be held on 
Saturda)~ too, and a $pc:aal event i$ phanned 
for New Y """'by r""'rvulion unly. 

Alcohol and smokmg arc not alluwed. 
.. We'rc IUO pen:ent •moke free; we're 

strictly adano:e club," said Pat Cr.,,. man, 
who owns the bu>1ness w11h her hU>band Bob. 
D<10csng 1s on u l,t.IUl}.MJUUrc·fout muplc flour 

with ••gh·'C" Cor dancen:• Jep and feet, Pat 
.. 1d. Mu5lc Is rrom a conunually updaced CD 
servlc:c lrom Nll>hVllle. 

11l< C'rossc5 came to Nonh Idaho In 1993 
from Wiscu11>m, where &blVll>a Kmart 
mtnage.r and Pat was an accountanL For 
inlufmlltion phone 7<>S4174S. 

••• 
Flying J Travel Plua plans to build a trucl: 

stop 1"41 will become the sath·largcst pmate 
empluycr 1n 1he Bunners Feny area. 

The IG-acre sue at the intersection nf 
H1¥hway> YS and 2 will >pun oomplete 
f11t.:1l1tu;) ror tnu.:kcn and travcleD. including 
a wnvcn1encc 1turc, lW-seac b'1ffet 
rcs1auran1 and .. vcral pumps. Open 24 
hours, ii w1llempluy abuut 8tJ people. 

Amenl11es will 111tludc complete RV and 
lruckcr 6'Crv1ces, w11h shower•, a luunge and 

'f 
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oommunication faeiiitics. Construction 
should stan this spring. w11h complc11on in 
September or October. 

Flying J has abouc 8S stations and is the 
No. ld1cscl dealer in 1heaiun1iy. 
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Boots, slippers, bit> and socks are some of. ~ 
the-morc"otteredby Mocca.1ns& Mure, a ' 
new business at 411SS Govemm<nl Way 
(Fairgrovnd> Center). Cocut d'Alene>. •1~ 

The ston: off en alhizes in "'ooland " 
shecpslun products, pnmarily in the brand 
nam<> ol Mwnetonka ond Uuthilck. Hours • 
are JU 10 b Munday through Sa1urday. ·"' 

Owners arc George and Emiko Wens. who,, 
c:amc tu Coeor d'Alene in July "lo i;.i uut of r" 
Hawaii," Georgesatd. The1torc will move to.,~ 
a dt.Jfc:rent suite ID fairground~ Center afler t.>l 
the holidays. . 
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