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Inflation report
unsetties market

W Washington

Surging food and motor vehicle
costs in November sparked the
steepest jump in wholesale prices in
11 months and sent financt
markets skidding armd concerns the
Federal Reserve may not cut
inlerest rates next week.

The Labor Department reported
Tuesday that its Producer Price
Index for finished goods jumped 0.5
percent, the biggest incrense since a
similar advance last January,

It was the third gain in five
months and followed a 0.1 percent
dip in October, The PPl measures
cost pressures before they reach the
consumer level.

Both stock and hond prices
tumbled following the news.

But in a separate report, the
Commerce artment said the
U.S. trade deficit, alier ballooning
to the second largest ever durin
the April-June goarter, shrank Ey
8.7 percent from July through
August 10 $39.48 bilhon. Exports
improved, while Americans curbed
their appetite for imporied goods.

Despite the market reaction,
many annlm::ﬁrlht PPl report
wWas crale msin
aﬂjm vehicle rmt;:r seasonal
vanations, The problems, they saud,
resulted from the introduction of

1996 model cars and light
t in November, rather than in

October as usual.

Nursing home deal
drains Tacoma jobs

W Tacoma

The merger of the Hillhaven
Corp. nursing-home chain with a
Kentucky-based health-care
provider will cost Tacoma 400 jobs
next summer.

The decision was announced to
employees Monday, about Ll weeks
after Hillhaven's merger with
Vencor Inc. of Louwisville, Ky, The
move of Tacoma-based Hillhaven's
operation is expected to take
several months, beginning in June,

The 400 jobs generate a payroll of
about $20 million a year,

An additional 80 employees will
stay in Tacoma to run Vencor's
Mountain Region, one of five the
company is sciling up across the
country. The Tacoma office will
aversce nursing-home operations in
all Western states except
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Americans still short

on retirement savings

B Washingion

Many fill-time American

workers, despite a hefty increase in
retirement savings this year, still are
not putting away enough to
maintain their living standards
when they quit work, a survey
found.

The fourth annual Workplace
Pulse Survey released T
found working Americans ha
boosted their annual savings by 21.6
percent, to 32,160,

The increase reversed a two-year
downward trend after savings
reached $2.688 in 1992, fell to
$1,932 in 1993 and to $1,776 1n 1994,

*“This is good news for workers
who expect (0 enjoy a retirement
standard of living to what they

have had when working,” said
Workplace Pulse spokesman Bill
Benneil.

“However, workers are still not
smfinﬁ as much as they were in
1992, he added.

California.
= wmia T e i = L = i 11-'.-1_:

Mtldm:t A
roun ¥ 5,188.29 | pighest close
—“!F " low | 5,960 ﬁm ‘5-‘“*"3l .

y  Dasy manet story '

' isonpageANd

i wr

i1 Dow

| | Jones

. & 5,174.82

B -840

*l; I W0ANS NAMS 1A 1188

EI ] AMEX NYSE ' WASDAQ S&P 500

i1 53854 | | 329.80 1,052.07 618.78 | |

é’! 011 037 |3 84 i 01 |
G SRR o N p T R o 7 S

Slal graphes, comgiling iom wila senacas

Asaciaied Press

TOKYO — After a poor | Washington
Wf“ their first e apples month.
5. apple growers are taking
another slice at the Japanese weren't well-
market. received by
But theyll have io over- Japanese tors,
come a problem: Japanese | lastyear

consumers don'l seem (O

think Washington state Delicious apples live up to

their name.

“They look beautiful but they taste bad," Tokyo
rocery store owner Shoji Iwasaki said Tucsday as
%ﬂmhingmn apples officially went on sale in Japan

for their second scason.

Last January was the first time American apples
went on sale in Japan since Tokyo lifted a decades
old ban on the fruit. Encouraged by heavy media

they're tailoring the f

coverage, Japanese flocked to their supermarkels
and bought around 7,000 tons of apples in just a

But then the US. fortunes turned sour. Custom-
ers complained that Washingion apples didn't have
the sweet, juicy taste of their Japanese competi-

U.S. growers also failed to seize a price advan-
tage, as Japancse growers fought back by selling at
a ﬁ;u:mnl less-than-perfect apples that previously
would have been turned into apple juice.

The result was a plunge in sales duri
and March. By the time the season en
31, only 9,000 tons were sold, well below original
projections of 12,000-15,000 tons.

This time U.S. apple officials are scaling down

expectations by not gh'in% o target figure, and
ruil clo

Apple growers will try Japan again

seem o want.:

e
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"The Japanese consumer definitely has a mﬂt

tooth,” said Brent Evans, Asia marketing directos

for the Washington Apple Commission.
He said it's casy to make apples sweeler
leaving them on the tree a few weeks longer, an

that's what Washington growers have done this
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Striking Boelng machinist Gary Bushler of File, lsft, reads a copy of the new contract proposal as Jerry Dilver of

Tacoma looks on Tuesday.

Machinists cheer prospe

Union members fare well in
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contract, but sodoes Boeing ¢ Comdrant offers imﬁ’ incentives q
&

STt e R Boelng Machinists in Spoksne _"This is f " said
For Boeing Machinist Ruth Danel, will mi'c an mpfm Tim ?mfi?}md;m of AW, f
the outcome of today’s vote on a new bonus three days before Christ- Rehn & Associates, an employee
contract was clear when Spokane . ..o and can pet another $1200  bencfit administrator. “I've never -,
g uﬂ‘mls‘a:tn:um the 13:; each by joining a health mainte- heard of such things offered *
for 300 pickets and their families. Mencs oqgenication X fhoy sp- . -

“If you heard the cheers, you'd
believe it, too. | don't have any doubt
this contract will pass,” said Danel,
who makes floor pancls at Bocing's
Airway Heights inbrication plant.
*We're all dying 10 go back 1o work."

Rank-and-file Machinists union
members are the winners in the
contract offer from The Boeing Co,,
labor experis say, having proven,
among other things, that a sinke sull
wurks.

But the package, reached Monda
afternoon after talks nearly col-
lapsed, might not be all that tough on
Bueing, industry analysts sad Tues-
day.

Boeing factory workers, who struck
nearly 10 weeks ago over issues of
health insurance, wages and the fu-
ture of their jobs, have an offer with

prove a new four-year contract
today.

Under the contract proposal,
the 293 Machinists who work at
the company’s Alrway Heights
fabrication plant also would be
guaranteed a job ot the company if
their positions were farmed out 1o

i subcontractor,

The incentives are “generous”
and rare for Spokane employers,
sccording to Jocal employee-
benefit experts.

significant company concessions on
all three fronts.

“The bi
and file, who,
against some ol the leadership in

winners were the rank
inst the odds and
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Michael Murphy, president of .
Associated Industries of the In-
land Morthwest, an organization
of 460 companies, agreed. Boe-
ing's proposed one-time Christ-
mas bonus of 10 percent of annual
income and an agreement to relo-
cate or retrain any displaced
workers are unheard of in Spo-
kane, he said,

“It’s top notch,” Murphy said, |
Comued Contract Incontives/A1S |
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their union ... and especially some
Izerl:uplmns of Boeing management,
wd a clear idea of what they’
wanted,” said Chuck Berquist,

Cortinued. Boelng contract/A15

year.

Another factor that may have turned off Japa-
nese buyers was the
growers add to give a

To Japanese eyes, :
les may have looked unnaturally shiny, almost

candy. This time, many of the app
imported aren't waxed,

“It's fair to think of the Red Delicious apples
this year as a completely different product from the

W

mnﬁ that Washington
es a bright red sheen.
vans said, the waxed U.S.

being.

Contrued: Apple sales/A15
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Ucdlities
ask direction
from FERC

By Bert Caldwell

Stafl wriler

Washington Water Power Co.
and Sierra Pacific Resources may
suggest a to settle issues that
caused regulators 10 delay their
proposed merger last week.

WWP spokesman Pat Lynch
said the companies will have a
better sense of their options alter
a Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission meeting today at
which members will set hearings
on the transaction.

The federal regulators sur-
prised the companies and most
observers last week when they
failed to approve the merger on
the spot.

Regulalors in the six slales
where the companies would oper-
ate had already given their con-
sent, prompting oplimism that the
deal might close Ey year-gnd.

That timetable could be set
back several months while an
administrative law judge holds
hearings and issues findings in the,
case for subsequent review by the
commission,

The merger between Spokane=
based WWP and Reno-based
Sierra was announced in Jung
1994,

Lynch said wility officials were.
nol sure what 10 expect today.

“There’s not a whole lot of

recedent,” he said, for hearings
mto a wtility merger.

The last case involved the com-
bination of two Ohio wtilities in
19680, Lynch said. The hearing
process took 10 years.

He declined 1o be specific about,
what the merger s migtuu,
propose (0 I%R officials that
would streamline consideration of
the deal. "

In the order issued last week,
members said WWP and Sierma
had failed 1o prove the [ was
in the public interest. They chal-
lenged the $450 million in savings
over 10 years the uiilities say
would result, and said the com-
bined utilities might block access
to parts of their transmission grid
by other potential users.

They also noted that previously
approved mergers provided for
umiform pricing of transmission
throughout newly combined gnds,

WWP and Sierra would main-
tain the divide between their sys-
tems, assuring that Washington
and Idaho mtr.:r.mrm would cons
tinue to pay bulls substantinily,
below those of Sierra's Nevady
cuslomers,
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Applaud the prospect of a new post office, says Nils Rosdahl, bur they aren’t known for fast work
Postal ofticials inspect sites f C d’Alene facility
S e Appleway, Kathleen, lIronwood, Best and RER with “give™ for dancers' legs and feet, Pat communication facilities. Construction E
seam of qs is 15th streets. But the most likely choice is 2 suud. Music is from a continually updated CD  should start this spring, with completion in
in Cosur d Alene vacunt block in the southwest corner of Third “If yer hankerin' to kick up yer heels," the  sefvice from Nashville. September or Octuber,
10 Inspect sites Streel and Hattie Avenue, where Crossroads Dance Club in Post Falls may be The Crosses came to North Idaho in 1993 Flying J has about 85 stations and is the
that are finahists neighbonng U-Rent previously parkedits — he place for you. from Wiscunsin, where Bob was a Kmart No. 1 diesel dealer in the country, '
Jut the pew postal annex Ryder trucks. 1he property is owned by Stacy Operated by the Kootenal County Kickers, ~manager and Pat was an accountant. For af
needed so badly for ths L"';“L"' mh““" the new i::jlﬂm hall on thghwd? 41 ofters inturmation phone To5-5743. HER a
ceding ' itizens cavlioned o not get too lessons jor country-western dancin -
.M,nl;;l mmq.;lﬁ.ﬂ:up 5 excited. The new post office bmhnngnaiﬁlm including line duncing, Mﬂ-ﬁh‘p.ﬂfl‘u.chl ERE Boots, slippers, hats and socks are some of ,
El:ll:n of the Denver be a service-counter retaal outlet for mathng  cha and syncopated partner dancing. the “more™ ciiered b:rﬁi'::::mm .!:wh!lur:, a
regional office of the U.S. services of packages, etc, Thuse servioes will Lessons are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Flying J Travel Plaza plans 1o build a truck “‘?“fhmw Eum“f;: ay .
Postal Service. remain with the cxniing central bullding st~ Thursdays. Fridays are open 1o the public stop that will become the sixth-largest prvate  (FaiBrounds Center), Cocur d Alene., e
His group will examine ries Seventh and Lakeside and in the satelite with $4 for an hour of lessons followed by a employer in the Bonners Ferry arca. The store offers all sizes in wool and
leling the Interstute Y0 corndor for a olfices in Rosavers and Stmon's Hardware dance. Dances occasionally will be held on The I0-acre site at the intersection of shecpskn products, pnmarily in thebrand
1 site — where all the pust ullice vehucles  (and all the private companics), Saturdays 100, and a specuul eventis planned  Highways 95 and 2 will sport complete nzmes of Minnctonka and Outbeck. Hours .
will maneuver to perform their services, The However, don't get disheartened cither for New Years, by reservation only. fucilities for truckers and travelers, including  afe 1U to & Munday through Saturday, i

uidehines include the pro

syuare feel. A building, esther eansting
or w be built, should be between 12,000 and

15,000 square feet.
Rumured sites include ones along
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With the fleet moving out, the Seventh Street
building will be turned uround su that publc
i i the Jot that has housed the fleet.
Ol course, dun't huld your bresth. This is one
Buvernment agency not renuwned for speed.
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Alcobol and smoking are not alluwed,

“We're 100 percent smoke free; we're
strictly a dance club,” sand Put Crossman,
who owns the business with her husband Bob.
Dancing 15 on a LUuU-square-foot maple floor

f

a cunvemience sture, [UU-seal buffel
restaurunt and several pum
hours, it will employ about
Amenities will include complete RY and
trucker services, with showers, a lounge anid

Open 24
peuple.

L

Owners are George and Emiko Werts, who,,
came o Coeur d'Alene in July “to

toutof =

Hawaii,"” George sawd. The store will move 10, ¢
a ditferent suite in Faurgrounds Center alter o

| a

the hulidays.



Josef Havlik
Highlight


	Bez názvu01

